Altered pharmacokinetics of tricyclic antidepressants in burns.
A case of self-inflicted burns which occurred in the setting of a major depression with psychotic features is described. The case emphasises the difficulties in utilising plasma (serum) tricyclic antidepressant levels to determine adequacy of treatment and risk of toxicity. The case discussion demonstrates the altered pharmacokinetics of tricyclic antidepressants that can occur during disorders such as burns, surgery and medical illness.